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How good communications can
enhance SVP work
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e Awareness month
e SVPin the press

e Vincentian concern
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‘Love your
nelghbour

medans...

Befriending
the lonely

Belinda loves
her neighbour.

3 h. Do you?

And loving your neighbour
means helping them when
they'rein nead.

. Scanme
to hear
Belinda's story

- Turn Your Concern into Action
© svrenglandWales @ SvPenglandandwales svp.orgak

neighbour’
medans...

Helping the
homeless

Michael loves

g your nsighbour
means helping them when
they'reinneed.

Seon me
tahoar |
Michael's story

= Turn Your Concern into Action
€ svPEnglandwales € SvPenglandandwales svp.orguk
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‘Love your
nelghbour

medans...

* Feding the
W hungry

Winston loves
his neighbour.

And loving your neighbour
medans hel plng them when

TR Soanme
! % to hoor
EEEeg winston's story

=Turn Your Concerninto Action
© svPenglandwales €} SWPenglandandwales svp.arguk

nelghbour

medans...

Louise loves
her neighbour.

And loving your neighbour
means helping them when
they'rainnaed.

th

=Turn Your Concerninto Action
© svPenglandwales €} SWPenglandandwales svp.arguk

Loveyour
neighbour
| medans...
Helping Parents
and Children

Geraldine loves
her neighbour.

And foving your neighbour
means helping them when
they'reinneed.

= Turn Your Concern into Action
€ svPEnglandwales € SvPenglandandwales svp.orguk

‘Love your

neighbour’
means...

Visiting people
in prison

Mikhael loves
his neighbour.

And laving your neighbour
maans helping them when

5 Scan me
to hear
Mikhaal's story

GO INYENTIENT

- Turn Your Concerninto Action
© svpEnglandWolos ) SVPenglandandwales - swp.orgauk




‘Love your
nelghbour

medans...

Befriending
the lonely

Belinda loves
her neighbour.
Do you?

Jesus said: “Love God and
love your neighbour.

And loving your neighbour
means helping them when
they'rein need.

That's what we do in the SVP.
Join us, we need you.
Your neighbour needs you.

Scan me With kind thanks to

X to hear
iy ,:_5 Belinda’s story ' CCLA

GOOD INVESTMENT

| =Turn Your Concern into Action
© svPEnglandwales ) SVPenglandandwales  svp.org.uk
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‘Love your
nelghbour

medans...

||

Winston loves
his neighbour.
Do you?

Jesus said: “Love God and
love your neighbour.

And loving your neighbour
means helping them when
l:-' they'rein need.

1 That's what we do in the SVP.
~1 . Join us, we need you.

- Watch our video... 1 = Your neighbour needs you.

-T'.
-~
L

Scan me ¥} With kind thanks to

to hear | cc
Winston'’s story ' LA
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neighbour
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Helping Parents
and Children

Geraldine loves
her neighbour.
Do you?

Jesus said: “Love God and
love your neighbour.

And loving your neighbour
means helping them when
they'rein need.

That's what we do in the SVP.
Join us, we need you.
Your neighbour needs you.
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‘Love your
nelghbour

medans...

Helping the
homeless

Michael loves
his neighbour.
Do you?

Jesus said: “Love God and
love your neighbour.

And loving your neighbour
means helping them when
they'rein need.

That's what we do in the SVP.
Al 3 Join us, we need you.
‘oulr \y[[;aj [:{_.}"i il Your neighbour needs you.

Smiear  Scan me With kind thanks to

:-*:%: ﬁi?&%‘érs story [N chA
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Visiting older
people

Jesus said: “Love God and
love your neighbour.

And loving your neighbour
means helping them when
they'rein need.

1 That's what we do in the SVP.
i ‘ 1. Join us, we need you.
* Watchourvideo.. i Your neighbour needs you.

1)

With kind thanks to

CCLA

GOOD INVESTMENT
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V|S|t|ng people
in prison

OR’G/4

v'e w@\ 55 ‘7( / A
PENG @U.} J Jesus said: “Love God and

‘. m _4,7, /,.,/ | love your neighbour.

And loving your neighbour
means helping them when
they'rein need.

That's what we do in the SVP.
Join us, we need you.
== Your neighbour needs you.

With kind thanks to

CCLA

GOOD INVESTMENT
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Why do we need good SVP stories in the
news?

1. Awareness

2. Interest

3. Action

What does ‘action’ look like?
Attract more members
Attract more donations

Gain more support : prayer and spreading the word
Attract more beneficiaries
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How can members follow SVP in the news?

Home page of svp.org.uk
On social media

The members enewsletter
In Vincentian Concern
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Writing and sharing your news
What'’s your story?

Why do you want to tell it?

News leads to the new — supporters,

beneficiaries, donations, and... Renewed
belonging.
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Telling a News story - the basics

First Paragraph —the W’s
Who

What

When

Where

Why and...

How
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The Inverted triangle of a story

Main Facts
More Detail
Quote

More Detail

Quote
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The pitch...

Hey, did ya |
get my
news release?
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Look
who's
reading...
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 Published 3 times a year
e Spring, Summer and Winter

* Thought pieces, features and
news from across the SVP
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PACT: Prison’s Advice and Care Trust

In this new series we interview the CEOs of Catholic charities for information and
advice that can help our members working in related fields. In this, the first feature,
Anita Boniface talks to Andy Keen-Downs, CEQ of PACT (Prison Advice and Care Trust).

Catholic Social Thinking
and the Vincentian Vocation

Kevin Flanagan, director of the St Antony Centre, Manchester describes to Anita Boniface
his vision of how Catholic Social Thinking connects with the Vincentian vocation.

Catholic Social Teaching, or Thinking (CST),
continually developed through papal
encyclicals, is often referred to as the Church's
‘best kept secret’. Atits heartis the belief in the
“value and dignity of every human person”.

This belief that every individual has an implicit dignity
and is worthy of respect, together with the rights and
responsibilities around this, is the key to social justice.
According to Kevin, social justice is the "bridge between
the beautiful honorific vision of the Gospel values, and
the often hard and harsh realities of everyday life”. SVP
members are called to "be the bridge, the intermediary

Building the Kingdom - National Meeting 2019




St Cuthbert's is strictly tea dancing

Warm coats from
SVP warm hearts

% W Dudley District Co
the West Midlands
been collecting ov
from a number of |
in the area to give
leaving prison dur
winter months

ast issue of Vincentian Concern reported how, if p
are arrested in summer, when they come to be rele
they often find themselves coming out of prison in
same summer clothing, evenif it's the middle of wil

This issue arose at HM Prison Hewell in Worcestersh
the Prison Chaplain’s Department appedled to the
help. Four Conferences in Dudley DC — Halesowen, !
Stourbridge and Tipton — arranged for parish collec
warm coats for distribution to the ex-offenders.

Mike Weaver, president of Our Lady & 5t Kenelm,
Halesowen, reports that Dudley District was able t
provide HMP Hewell with no less thaon 80 warm coc

See our Prisons Update feature on page 1.

Building the

St Augustine’s pop-up ¢ ; - ,
inHigh Wycombe gl:jrg‘r?g¥ gqsrtt;homus

) ' "!'-" ~ ade) ‘
'@h g The Qur Lady & St Thomas - Hallam Conference held
™

. a summer party for over 60 senior parishioners from
5
Y local churches in the areo. The event was held at the

De La Salle club rooms where guests enjoyed a sunny

y Saturday afternocon of cakes and tea.

St Augustine’s parish in High Wycombe is
delighted to share the news that a new parish
SVP Conference has been meeting regularly.
under the very much appreciated tutelage of

St Teresa's of Beaconsfield, The Conference has
been running tea and coffea mornings after the
main Tlam Mass to raise funds and awareness.
©On 19th August the parish put on one of its slightly
grander occasional pop-up cafes, serving
strawberries & cream, scones and tea, making a
profit of £89. As the news of the Kerala floods had
recently broken, and as many of St Augustine's
parishioners come from that area, the members
of 5t Augustine's decided to donate the money
raised to the emergency appeal.

Kingdom - National Meeting 2019




SVP members

go beyond
boundaries to
make a difference

Anita Boniface visits HMP Hindl
to cbserve the work of the Catholic

e prisoners.

“Deep within a complex compound of locked
gates and high fences a small group of prison
chapiains at HMP Hindley near Wigan in South
West Lancashire has jeined Catholic charity
the St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) to become
volunteers helping the 500 men incarcerated
at the prison.
On o relantlesshy hot, dry summa©'s day SVP mambers lan
Kempzall John Laowless, and | maat chaploin Anne-Marka
alurteer Tony Blackburme (both of

doing for the prisoners,

The first thing | s when e

toll fances that seam to reach to the sky as high ag | can
maging, topped with vost tongles of borbed wire, The
ground |s poved solely with concrete, and the tiny pat

tha anvironment
But entering the chaplain
avary humaon palpable sense of welcoms ond joy thot

Laft to right: lan, Morcus, Georgs, Grag
Meil, John, Stoven, Tony and Anne Marle

|5 punctucted with hurnour, camarsdenis and optimismn,
hea first thing that tha presence of Chist with His
orgiveness, reconciliotion and hope gives these man, Joy.
Far the mext two hours, the prisoners Neil, Steven. Greg,
Gaorge, and Morcus explain o little of their stories and whot
the $WP s doing ta halp them, Neil axplains that negative
Ives laod to prol blems which lead to dr;gs'. Many :L'ull'.
not oll) prisoners come from broken homes, experience
childhood abuse (Mo than S0%) and then follinto addiction
s o woy of coping Tha SVP halps distract them from their
poin by providing boord gomes, cheas aats, art matarial
and aven guitars, "Doing somathing like music gives you a
posltive feelin ithout wsing the drugs”. soys Nell.
Another man, $teven shows us the scars on his keft arm
where he has seif-hanmed, The beginning of prison is
mantal health problems” he soys, "We're owoy from our
tamilies and away from the children” Steven lost his
portner whan he enterad the prison system, This lad to
deprassion ard self-harm.
Hewever, he explains that SVF member and prison chaplain
Anne-Morle wos there Bke an angel in the prison’,
members provide “someans to talk to, scmeons to ket go of
stuff to.” Steven continues:

“ in the past | would have gone
and taken drugs. Using drugs helped
me forget about things and to cope.
Now, talking to the chaplain is an
alternative.”

Growing
children in the
Greenhouse .

A psycheolegically informed, ¢
Andre ffa

Here, where pupils enter Year 7 often suffering
childhood trauma, learning difficulties and
behavi 1 the s have set
up a Vincentian 'Gresnhousa Project’, funded and
supported by the SVP. The project gives troubled
children another chance to learn and improve
their behaviour by providing tailored, individual
and small group attention in a separate

space during lessons. It offers a model of how
to improve the behaviour of disempowered,
disenfranchised childran who ordinarily fesl
alienated from the learning environment.

Within a separate classroom where up to 16 students
recaive les: in English, Mothematics, Gaogrophy,
Spanish. and History, children are imgraving in leaps
and bounds. In the first 12 weeks of The Greenhaouss,
the overoge improvement in reading and writing was 1
monthe This phenameanal result wos achieved initially
through tecchers ocross the school using spore pariods
to spend time with the children in The snhouse. After
proving successful it was decided the project would be
sustainaed with a dedicated __’}'il’!‘ ﬁf\l\f level teacher bein 3
teach in the current acodemic year.

in Tha Greenhouse hove often bean
disadvontagad disproportionately becausa they cannot
keep up with standord lessans and who, becouse of
wral problams, ore oftan excludad or i
cational settings. The project's

aim is to build trust, rastore o sensa of emotional safety
and wellbeing, and ultimately foster learning. It does

by adopting the curriculum to maet their ccodemic,
social and emational neads,

The foundation stone, says Anno De'ath {project
manager) is seeing the good and potential for goad in
se children, and understonding that *all behaviour s

communication”. Tharefore when o child ‘octs up’ and
misbohaves, the teachars understond the child is trying
to express an unmet need he or she does not know
how to articulata, The teachers consider it their duty to
interprat that need, and find ways to meet it It requires
compassion, respect and anormous efforts to build trust
Building trust is essenticl, Greanhouse teacher Alex

ail explains "Often these children have disrupted
attachment styles, and their ability to relote to adults
has basn hinderad.” Howesver, throwgh building trust
the children develop and demanstrate recigrocity,
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Let your compassion live on

St Vincent de Paul's Legacy

Qur patron, St Vincent de Paul, was an
extraordinary man whose passion and
dedication to improving the human condition
led to the foundation of our Society and the basis
of our mission to help individuals and families in
need; giving them hope, dignity, well-being and
peace of mind.

St Vincant's lagacy of lova and care has found its way
to almost every comer of the world. As Vincentions

we have many appo : I OUR DWW legacy
through our service os $VP members and supparters.

Raymond's
Legacy

i 2013, lang stonding
EWP supporter, Baoymond
Robinson, sadly passed
owiay. He was o strong
advocate for our waork
and was touched by

the Spirt of chority
axamplified by 5t Vincant
e Paul, Reymerd . \ i
wantad to lsave o similar wtrcihirm
logocy of compassion

and decided to leove a gift in his will to hie local SVP
Confarence $o his service 1o the poar could continue.

Hiz gift contributad graatly to improving the lives of
oy in the lacol areo, particulary o yoaung man
nomed lbrahim

Ibrahinm Hves with his mother ond three sisters, Dospite
i live an ordinary adult lifa, he wos alwoys
Tarnily 7 his rrest bosio needs,
s he suffers from o rare eye disorder that left him almast
htless, Unabde to take care of b 1, Itarcabvirn fodt
that e hod |ost his sense of dignity ond there wos o great
doal of inancial and ermotianal strain on tha Tamily

Your Catholic Legacy

Thia SVF is a memibar of Your Catholic Legocy
(¥eL), o group-of 27 Cathalic charities working
together to raise owaransss of the importance
of leaving a gift to Catholic causas in our wills,
Togathar. wa recently lounchad the ‘Shara your
Saint’ compaign, You are invited to be part of
this by sharing the saint whose legacy has given
you the mast Inspiration ond why. Please visit
www.yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk/share-your-
gaint to share your story ocross the world. A YCL
leaflet is includad in this issue ond contains more
information,

Az you consider your saint, plaase take a momant
to think about what you hope to leave as your
own lagacy. Thera are countless ways to make o
difference. Many people, like Roymond, choose to
leave o gift to a charitable cause in thair will. Such
a gift ensures your compassion lives on ond gives
hopsa to many people in naed or expariencing
difficulties. If you would like your compoesion to
live on why not take advantage of cur fres will-
writing service. This is available to SWP members
on a first come, first servad basis from 19 April
until 30 Septemiber or until funds ovailoble are
axhousted Through this senvice you con hove o
gimple single ar mimror will written free of charga
by o participating solicitor in your araa, with

ne cbligation to leave a gift to the SVP or other
arganisation

Using Roymond's legascy, SVP Conferance membars
were abbe to give [brahim the ife e droomed of. Thay
providad funding towards enlarging the famity hams,
giving fbrahim his awn spoce, camplete with an en-
suite bothroom and o talking microwave so ha can both
sh and cook independantly, TH e vary
thankful for Rayrmaond's gift and endeovoured to leom

PR Gl the great Saint who had Inspired Rim,

i you wish to register for our free will-writing service er nead information about the ‘Share Your Saint Campaign’
please contact Fundraising Officer, Alsha MaCarthy, at the National Offfice on disham@svp.org.uk

CSP News

Collaborationin
the community

In any furniture store, handling denations can

be adifficult thing te balance. It can often be the
case that a request is made for furniture that you
den't have, or items are donated thet are simply
not useful to a family in need.

Hoving storage faciities & key to striking o balonce
betwaen occapting donations ond being oble to supply
guality goods on demand. In 1984, SVP Confarence
members in Leads ocquired tha use of the crypt of an
Anglican ehurch for fumiti srcigje Th

Confarence the ability to provide items of furn

when neaded by fami N need,

Az thoea requiring help grew so did the requirement

tor space The breakthraugh carm 3y the National

Lottary made on oword to St Jude’s enabling tham ta

purchase the lease on o property in Holbeck

&t Jude's continued to grow, but odditional funding wos

required, The newly formulated Shops Strategy was

initioted and Leads quickly embraced the opportunity to
n several Commuinity Sho :

tocal hub for sorting donated goods. while in ratum the

shops provided the pr

Thia colloborative effort motivoted the Catholic

Al Sociaty (CHAS) in Bradford, to invite the SW

ovar its furniture servica. With a larger building 10 milas

away in Bradford, some of StJude’s operations moved

there, leaving the project with o reduced role and in

owing F members to re-engage with 5t Jude's
and bettar utilize its focilities.

Last November, with the help of SWP Gentral Council
president Marie Atharton, an Open Day was arranged at
St Jude's, It openad with Holy Mass celebratad by Fathe

Ben Griffiths, o reguior supperter of the Society, Thirty
mambars, mainly from tha Leeds Conferences attandad,
Ineluicing Andre infeldd, a DT Prasident who had
manoeged 5t Juda's through many of ite developments.

oung v ntians from Corpus Gheisti College helped
by gresting membars and serving refreshments.

Julsa Milner, mancger of St Juda's, spoke ot the Open Day
emphosising the need for guality goods ond furniture
and explaining that not everything that Is donated con
e usad, for exomple stained mattresses or furniture that
s not fire-safety compliant, Julle also oppealed for help
in sorting clothing and goods. Az wall s donations there
b3 @ilse an Inereasing dermand for valuntoers 1o serve

n3 and to lock after the shopa.

als bast year, of famikes
whom thay wera oble to halp, of which 24 were from
SVP Conferancaes. Adrian Abal, tormer SYP National
President, colled for Conferences to usa the etore to
their advantage in ossisting local tomilies in need and
to encourage more pecple to donate their unwantad
clothes. household ar x5 and furmiture.
The Open Doy concludad with objectives bai
Imprave the sustainabiiity of 5t Jude's whi
to work in collaboration with the local commmunity in
arder 1o further sist the rj(.'l)FJlC.' who nead it most

If you are interested in volunteering at an SVP shop

or ijaﬂt please get in touch ot yndseyb@svp.org.uk, If you
would fike to make o donation of goods or fumiture please getin
touch with your locol shep. Please note that beds are In panticulary
high demand. If you would like to request tha contoct details
directly coll the National Office on 020 7703 3030,
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 Provide insight
e |nform

* Inspire
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020 7703 3030

Ken Madine

Anita Boniface

Rachael Crookes
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