
The Well

                 of Hope

“No act of charity is foreign to the society”
Blessed Frédéric Ozanam

Registered charity number 1053992
Company number 3174679

Ninth Week of Ordinary Time - Thursday

Gospel

One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to him, ‘Which is the first of all the
commandments?’ Jesus replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, and
you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all you mind and with all
your strength. The second is this: You must love your neighbour as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than these.’ The scribe said to him, ‘Well spoken, Master; what you have said is
true: that he is one and there is no other. To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding
and strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself, this is far more important than any holocaust or
sacrifice.’ Jesus, seeing how wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ And
after that no one dared to question him any more.

Two new commandments and with them a new way of life, a new ideal and a new goal. It is no longer about
following rules but in striving for an ideal. These new commandments smash through the ceiling of the first.
These commandments have no limits, their application is endless. No one on earth can say they completely
follow these commandments and if they can, then like the scribe they are certainly not far from the kingdom of
God. These commandments are not rules, they are aspirations and standards we must seek. However, how can
we ever know if we fully love God or our neighbour? The truth is we don’t. These commandments can never be
considered completed, not at least in this life. There is always more for us to love and there is always more love
for us to embrace.
 
“This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all you mind and with all your strength.” To think of nothing other than God. To
think of God before you sleep, to dream of God and to wake and think of no one else. To pray to God, not just in
the morning but constantly. Your best friend is God. To see God in nature. To see God in others. To see God in
yourself. To seek to learn and understand more about God. To seek to get to know Him better. To devote your life
to Him, your every action and word. To completely love Him with every ounce of your being.
 
“The second is this: You must love your neighbour as yourself.” To always put others first. To always have the
needs, wants and love of others in your mind. To strive to do more for others, to show them that you love them.
To never return evil with evil. To take every insult and return with a compliment. To expect nothing in return and
give yourself as a gift to others. To never seek your own gain or agenda. To be completely honest and genuine. To
spread the Word, to spread the Truth and to pray for others. To love constantly and without fear.
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As we hear here, love has replaced holocausts and sacrifices; however, a sacrifice of love cannot be measured. The
sacrifice of a contrite heart, in love, to God, is something truly holy. This is another symbol of how these
commandments shook the meaning of religion. Sacrifices were no longer about fulfilling a rule or tradition, they
now become purely about love. We no longer sacrifice bulls or calves but rather our ambitions and wants. We
give nothing but love and in return we move closer and closer to the kingdom of God. Are you following the rules
and traditions of the Church because it is simply all you have ever done? Or are you building up an empire of love
within yourself? Are you doing because you must or are you loving because you are impelled?
 
May God bless you
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