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Ninth Week of Ordinary Time - Friday

Gospel

Jesus said:
 
‘I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his sheep. The hired man,
since he is not the shepherd and the sheep do not belong to him, abandons the sheep and runs away as
soon as he sees a wolf coming, and then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; this is because he is
only a hired man and has no concern for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep.
And there are other sheep I have that are not of this fold, and these I have to lead as well. They too will
listen to my voice, and there will be only one flock, and one shepherd.’

There is only one good shepherd, one true voice that the sheep will listen to. The good shepherd has proven
himself to us, He gave everything for us. There can be no hired man, no one can take His place, no matter how
good they believe themselves to be. There is only one God and only one Son of Man. There have been many
others who have passed through the world, some making a great impact and drawing a large following.
However, like the hired man, they will abandon their sheep. They may not want to but unlike Christ they cannot
defeat death. Christ is the only good shepherd, He is the light of the world, the prince of peace and the second
Adam. No one could ever replace Him and no one can draw us away from Him.
 
We, His sheep, listen to His voice. There will no doubt be many voices in our lives and Christ can speak to us in
many different ways, yet there is still only one voice that we truly listen to. So many people offering their
opinion, so many people trying to tell us what to do and yet through their noise we hear the familiar and
comforting voice of Christ. We may wonder how, amidst this noise, we could ever make His voice out but as soon
as we hear it we cannot stop listening. Baptism has given you the ears to recognise this voice and your faith will
give you perseverance in seeking it out. This may come from an unfamiliar place or an unfamiliar person but yet
it will be so familiar. The realisation that this voice has been there all along, that you’ve heard it many times
before and that you feel truly loved by it.
 
There are times when our weaknesses cause us to doubt this voice, we struggle for control and fear trust. This
person who is so familiar we tell ourselves is unfamiliar and a stranger. The voice that our heart leaps when it
hears we tell ourselves is nothing but a noise in our head. We convince ourselves that Christ is not speaking to us.
We know the truth and yet we convince ourselves of a lie. We are afraid, afraid of change and afraid to trust. We 
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feel like we have a grip on the world and that comforts us, yet it is the world that has a grip on us. We so badly
want to be loved, yet we build walls between ourselves and the one who truly loves us. We are our own worst
enemy. This is the battle of purification, this is the battle to reach the internal realisation we need. It is only in
completely letting go that we can truly be who we are meant to be. How can we stay with the flock if we never
listen to or trust our shepherd? If you want to be led to heaven then you must listen to Jesus and only Jesus. Christ
is standing there calling us, He cannot make our choices for us, He knows we must choose to listen to His voice.
 
So, today try listening. Have you found the call of Christ in your life? Have you accepted Christ call? Do you trust
him to lead you? Will you give yourself to him and allow yourself to internally recognise loves presence within
you?
 
May God bless you
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