
Jeanne Marie Rendu was born to simple-living parents on 9th September 1786 in the Jura Mountains. When she
was just three years old revolution broke out in France and her family home became a refuge for many of the

priests that were forced to flee. Due to the times she ended up having her first communion by candlelight in the
basement of her home at the depths of night. She later attended a boarding school run by Ursuline Sisters and

while there discovered the hospital where the Daughters of Charity cared for the sick. Only a few years later, at 16
years old, she herself joined the Daughters in Paris and took on the name, Sr Rosalie.

 
She spent over 50 years serving the poor and needy around Paris, as well as forming and supporting many of her

fellow sisters. During some of the uprisings in 1830 and 1848 Rosalie could be seen dodging gunfire whilst climbing
the barricades helping wounded fighters, such was her courage and trust in God. Rosalie often struggled with her
health but she never allowed herself to rest; however, eventually her resistance was broken and whilst becoming

progressively blind she died on 7th February 1856.

Bl Rosalie Rendu

“Never have I prayed so well as in the streets,”

Walking with God
Blessed Rosalie walked with God, remaining constantly in His presence. This was strongly reflected in her prayer
life, which was described as “intense” by one of her sisters. She was often found in the chapel or on her knees in
her office. Prayer was essential to her in carrying out her mission. She also had a deep devotion to praying the
rosary and our Lady. Rosalie recognised that we can do nothing without God and so we must talk to him.

Do you walk with God? Is your life a constant prayer? What can you do to help make prayer central to your life?
How can you do the will of God if you do not talk to Him about it?

What about you?


