
Born in 1910 to a German speaking Italian Catholic family. His brother went on to become a priest and Josef was
president of the St Vincent de Paul Society in his local Bolzano region. He was also a member of Catholic Action and
become head of the “German part” of the organisation in the Archdiocese of Trento, Italy. He was very active in his

support for the poor, providing both spiritual and material aid. 
 

As World War II hit Europe, Josef joined the anti-Nazi movement, called Andreas Hofer Bund. A few years later
Germany occupied northern Italy and he enlisted in the ranks of the SS fighters, leaving his wife and son. However,

later on, after his training, he refused to swear an oath to Hitler, saying “I cannot do it because my faith and conscience
do not allow it.” Consequently, he was jailed and sentenced to death by firing squad at Dachau concentration camp.
The train taking Josef to Dachau had to stop at Erlangen for eight days due to destroyed tracks, it was here on 24th

February 1945 that Josef died of starvation. When his body was found he had his Bible and rosary with him.

Bl Josef Mayr Nusser

"It is better to lose your life than to abandon the path of duty."

Courage!
Josef was fully aware that his refusal to swear an oath to Hitler would be met with his death. When his friend
tried to persuade him that God did not require him to refuse the oath, he replied and said, “If no one ever has the
courage to tell them that they don’t agree with their Nazi ideology nothing will ever change.” He also said, “It is
better to lose your life than to abandon the path of duty.” Josef found courage in his faith, in God. He was not
afraid of what they would do to him for they could not touch him, not his soul.

Do you stand up for your faith? Do you make your faith known to others? Do you stand up for those who are
bullied? Do you stand up for those who are poor and vulnerable?
We are all brother and sisters, no matter where we come from, we are all equal. Remember God is with you,
nothing can touch you, so why not stand up in the name of love for true equality and justice?

What about you?


