LISTENING TO THE WISDOM OF OUR PATRON
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I have had as subject of my talk the ordinary life Our Lord wished to lead on earth.  I realised that he had so loved this ordinary and abject life of other men that, in order to adapt Himself to it, He had humbled Himself as much as He could, even to the point … that although He was the Uncreated Wisdom of the Eternal Father, He had wished nevertheless, to preach His doctrine in a much simpler and more humble style than that of His Apostles. 
Pray, consider what His sermons were like and compare them with the epistles sermons of Saint Peter, Saint Paul, and the other Apostles. It would seem that the style He used was that of a man of scant knowledge and that the style of His Apostles was that of men possessing far greater knowledge than He. 
What is even more astonishing is that He willed His sermons to have less effect than those of His Apostles. We see in the Gospels that He won over His Apostles and disciples almost one by one and did so with great labour and fatigue, while Saint Paul converted five thousand at his first sermon. 
This has certainly given me more enlightenment and knowledge, so it seems to me, about the great and marvellous humility of the Son of God than any other thought I have ever had on the subject.

Extract from St Vincent’s letter to A Priest of the Mission 15th January 1633

 Coste P. (1985ed.) Saint Vincent de Paul Correspondence Conferences Documents [vol.1 L129 p183] New York: New City Press 
What Questions arise for you when you read these words of St Vincent?  Are they a bit like these?

How do I approach the “ordinary” in my life?

How aware am I of the love Jesus has for me in my ordinariness? Do I think I have to be different/better/good to be loved by Him?
How comfortable am I in my ordinariness?  Do I strive after the “extraordinary”?
Can I see beyond the ordinariness of others to acknowledge their goodness?  Can I be dismissive of the “ordinary”?
What is the level of my humility on a scale of 1-10?


  

This month it might be helpful to spend some time praying and reflecting on: 

· One occasion when Jesus addressed the crowd. Notice your response to His words.  Read the scriptural account and imagine yourself present in the crowd. What is it like?
· Occasions in your life when you have felt incapacitated by your ordinariness.  How do you think Jesus sees you?  What might He want to say to you? 

· The ordinariness that you see around you, in people, in nature, in events.  Allow yourself to be aware of these aspects of life and living that, may be you discount and take for granted.  How does God speak to you in them?  Allow yourself to hear.
This month we move into ORDINARY TIME.


We leave behind the


kaleidoscope               of expectation,


tragedy, confusion,               exaltation, mystery and bafflement that  accompanied us on our journey with Jesus through                        His dying, rising and ascending. 





 








Now taken beyond the limits of our under- standing by the power of the Holy Spirit to sense the Mystery of the Trinity we return to








What a roller coaster journey 


it is each year?








ORDINARY TIME








�








Suggestions for prayer 








