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The Spirit of Faith
“I must not judge a poor peasant man or woman by their appearance of their apparent intelligence, especially since very often they scarcely have the expression or the mind of rational persons, so crude and vulgar they are.  But turn the medal, and you will see by the light of faith that the Son of God, who willed to be poor, is represented to us by these poor people; That He scarcely had a human face in His Passion, and passed for a madman in the mind of the Gentiles and a stumbling block in the mind of the Jews. With all that He describes Himself as the Evangeliser of the poor… O Dieu! How beautiful it is to see poor people if we consider them in God and with the esteem in which Jesus Christ held them! If, however, we look on them according to the sentiments of the flesh and a worldly spirit, they will seem contemptible.”

Conference 19 to the Congregation of the Mission

Coste P.  Eng. Translation Correspondence and Conference Documents of Saint Vincent de Paul, 11, 19 p.26. 
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How did I feel when I read these words? 

What are my reactions when I am asked to help someone who doesn’t seem rational and appears dirty and crude?

How often do I consciously see the poor people that I encounter ‘in God’?

Can I honestly say that I treat the people that I serve ‘with esteem in which Jesus Christ held’ those he served?


 

· Recall the image or memory of a person whom you had difficulty relating to.  Read Vincent’s words and ask God to help you see His presence in them.  Spend time in faith in His presence knowing He is in them.  

· Recall an incident from the Gospel in which Jesus related to a held in contempt by others. Spend some time reflecting on it.  It might help to imagine you are present in the scene.  Notice how Jesus related to the person, ask Him to help you relate to others as He did.

· Spend time asking to see as Jesus saw and hear as Jesus heard.
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LISTENING TO THE WISDOM OF OUR PATRON


October this year is the first month of our special year of celebration of the lives of St Vincent and St Louise.  




















A year, when we hope that by honouring these two holy people, we may grow in our love of God. It is also the month of the Holy Rosary a time when through praying the Rosary we are guided to a deeper understanding of the mystery of God’s great love for us. The beauty of Autumn speaks loudly of that great love. 





Questions to ponder from these words of St Vincent!








Suggestions for prayer











