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In Rumania, the ,Frédéric Ozanam” Social Centre

On the 10 May 2000 the ,Frédéric Ozanam” Socialtfeeapened its doors. It belongs to the « Maryhef t
Snows » SVP Conference in Resita, in south wedRemmania. Every Saturday it is filled with around 40
children and young people, mainly from families wén@ experiencing serious social problems, and from
families the Conference has been helping.

During the week, the children and young people ctmtbe
centre for classes in maths or foreign languagesydl as
for courses in dance, art and drama, and otheeagonal
activities. The Centre staff are all SVP voluntearsd so the
young people who use it cannot all come togethesnae
except on a Saturday.

On Saturday, all the activities are fun: play, dagcsinging, working together and other thingst thize
pleasure to everyone, children and helpers.

Twice a month, the Catholic or the Orthodox prigsits to give religious instruction and talk aboeligious
subjects or important feast days. The children silsg once a month at the Catholic church.

Twice a year, we organise open days in May ande®dmr, as well as a Christmas and Easter bazaar. W
also visit an old people’s home. All these adigtare enjoyed by everyone, and everything thengou
people learn at the Centre helps them and theitiénconsiderably.

They have learned to paint icons on glass and wwiih,the help of an artist who provides icons aiiter
artworks for churches. In the last few years, thaye also been able to organise a number of exdribibf
their work.

The activities organised at the Centre are too monseto mention here, but we can say that they all
willingly undertake everything offered, includingovk in the kitchen, cleaning and repairs, as weltre
artistic and recreational activities they do, amel atmosphere is always joyful.

For the volunteers at the centre, the best thamkg rieceive are to see
the fruits of their work, and how the children aaling people develop
and grow in their time there.

outings from the city, and in the summer holidaysré is a summerg
camp for children and young Vincentians.

None of this would be possible without the precisupport of other Vincentian Conferences...We would
like to end by sending all those involved in thigriwour warmest thanks!
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Vincentian Charity on the move!

In issue 2 of our bulletin, we introduced « HOPEhe « mobile kitchen » of the Society of Saintaént de
Paul in the United States; there are other sinilag-standing or recent projects around the wardgrying
out a variety of tasks.

This isOzanamdéve{Ozanamobile) in Brazil. This camper van, set
up with the support of the Council General, hasnbgeughing
through the streets of Rio de Janeiro for many sjeaffering
better health and hygiene provision for peoplenfiviough. The
vehicle has a shower, a medical counter, a kitameha fridge, to
provide help for more than 80 people every week.

Ozanamovel travels through the streets of Rio

They can have a haircut and a shave, for exangie,a shower, or have a change of clothes, asawelare
or a cold or hot meal. The SVP members also peomeédical consultations, and give out medicinelseyT
provide help with administrative matters and contacother organisations, especially in order teisds
people trying to get back to work. Finally, Ozanawi@rovides access to a range of educational eiadre
facilities.

This project also allows a real relationship ofstrand friendship to be built up with the recipgenwho,
despite initial suspicion when they first viSizanamoévelsoon start asking for help, and wait for the SYP
arrive at its regular scheduled stops.

At the start of 2007, for technical reasons thggutovas handed over to the Rio Province of thegbgars
of Charity. They run the camper van, and also nihkevisits. The SVP members in the area supponh the
and continue to work with them and taken an aqias in the visiting.

There are some initiatives underway to duplicagepioject, within the Society and outside. The Eiscans
have bought a similar vehicle and are working in.RiThe Rio North Central Council has also used the
Ozanamovel several times, and wants to copy thegiro

We can also point to théinzibusesn Austria. These vans bring tea, sandwiches aadks to the homeless
in several towns around the country.

Apart from some bread and a hot drink, always nedue
those living rough, the Vincentians of course pievsome
human warmth for these people, and establish &meship
by the reliability of their schedule, just as theaBlians do
with their Ozanamovel The Vinzibuses work in Graz,
Innsbruck, Salzburg and recently also in Klagenfad in
Brazil, the project is emulated within the Soci@tyAustria
itself.

With the Vinzibus in Klagenfurt (Austria)

There is also a Vinzibus in Bozen, in the Southamol, which provides some meals and much frienalshi

Surely there are other initiatives like this aroundthe world. Make sure you tell us about them!



The Society in Macedonia and Kosovo: New and dynami

At its meeting on 6 June 2007, the Permanent Seutilb have to ratify the aggregation of the Comefece

of Sts Cyril and Methodius in Bitola, the secondnfpence aggregated in Macedonia. The first, the
Conference of Blessed Rosalie Rendu, at Skopjeagrgsegated in October 2006. This is an opportiuoity

us to revisit the Conferences in this country amd<osovo, all formed recently, who are respondiag t
tremendous need, and are bearers of Vincentianaliogdhope.

In December 2004 Marie-Francoise Salésiani-Paydéeriational Territorial Vice-President for Central
Europe and the Mediterranean, and Marie-Noélle ssies, Correspondent to the Technical Commission
for Central and Eastern Europe, went to Macedooialhfe first time. The Daughters of Charity and the
priests, including a Lazarist father, gave us eesigouragement to found Conferences there.

Within a few months, after several internationaksions, two groups,
one in Skopje in the north, and the other in Bitolahe south, began
working. Among their many charitable activities,eyh distributed
guantities of food parcels, with support especidiym the Council
General. In a country devastated by war, where npvie already
widespread, the two groups developed several psojexr help the
poorest people in different areas: they provideosthequipment to
dozens of poor children in the region, allowingntht attend school in
tolerable conditions.

MF Salésiani and M Desbrosses in Kosovo

During the harsh winters in the area, Conferendéstsiltlited wood for fuel to many families, and iease
the amount of food they provide, helping to suppmctl economies by purchasing some of the goaa fr
local farmers.

There are now around 80 SVP members in Macedonia.

They carry out a variety of different kinds of wpdhowing the dynamism of these young Confererioes,
country where only 0.5% of the population is Caithovisiting and distributing food to the poor ata
prisoners, organising concerts to raise funds,tisadhelp to a hospital for handicapped childreredical
visits at home and supply of medicines, helpindigbt against drug addictions, distributing foodtk;.€The
Bitola Conference is currently setting up a newiative for reducing domestic violence, by orgamgsi
training and awareness sessions for women and-ehilt risk".

In 2005, at Letnica in Kosovo, a small group wasnied with the help of the Daughters of Charity, and
began to arrange visits, the work dearest to tteethef our Society, quickly becoming a well-struet
conference, in the city of Prstina, capital of Kaso

With the help of the Council General, this groupriea out a wide range of work, including distrilout of
necessities, wood for heating in the severe wingcs

At the same time, the Conferences are keen to m@dinnd-raising activities, with
the intention of achieving self-sufficiency. In Matonia a small vegetable storage
workshop has been set up. This allows the Conferd¢a feed the people they
support outside of harvest times, as well as piogidvork and training for a few
people and by selling part of their production,imivsome income to fund their
charitable work. In Kosovo, the manufacture of dasdshould provide the
Conference with good financial support. This hasynabjectives: help for the poor,
self-funding from sales, expansion of the SSVP Wiylipity, proclaiming the Faith in
a country where there are few Catholics, and tginn a craft for around thirty
unemployed young people every year...

Please help, they have many projects and enormouseds!



News from the Africa Commission

The Africa Commission, at the heart of the ambgiglobal project, providing support for the African
continent, was launched as a priority project yastr by the Council General of the Confederatiois |
working to define its methods and procedures, &p@re the ideal, basic work that it will carry ower
the coming years.

At the pan-African meeting last February Mairobi (Kenya) (see Confeder@tews n°5), all the
Vincentian countries in Africa were therefore imdt to present their development projects to the
Commission, in order to improve the help that tloei&y gives to those most in need. Based on tbikw
the Council General will be asked to fund seleq@raajects, developed by the countries in collaboratiith

the Commission. This was the subject of a globakapto the generosity of Vincentians, by the Riexsi
General José-Ramoén Diaz Torremocha.

Priorities were defined, and it was decided thajgats submitted to the Africa Commission must ifiaib
one of the following four categories:

Formation and development of the Society.
Construction of multi-purpose centres.
Agriculture.

Micro-credit.

P w N PR

Pan-African meeting in Nairobi (Feb. 07)

Of course, it is better to start modestly with dnpabjects, for two reasons: as many countriesassiple
can benefit from available funds, which are limjtadd smaller projects are easier to manage.

Projects have to be approved by the Coordinatorbgnthe International Territorial Vice-Presidertieh
come to John Meahan, President of the Africa Comions He will then check them and recommend them
to the Technical Commission, who will examine aatify requests according to its normal procedufés
Africa Commission will provide the funding for tiselected projects.

Projects that do not fall into one of the four gaimees specified above will not be abandoned, afrs®.
They will remain the responsibility of the Terrii@rTechnical Commission, and must be submittethéon
for approval as usual (via the Coordinator andvR@l).

The Commission has already received the first ptejeand we will of course keep you informed ofsého
that are being implemented.

We must remember that this is an extremely amistimoject, for the continent as a whole. It isratfin the
entire history of the SocietyWe need a great deal of enthusiasm, many prayers dnhe generous help
of every Vincentian in the world, to make it work!

You can send youwrhequego the Confederation headquarters at
6, rue de Londres — 75009 Paris — France

or yourbank transfergo:
Banque CIC- Paris Bac
2 Bd Raspall
75007 Paris, FRANCE
Account n°. FR76 3006 6100 4100 0105 8120 129
in the name of: Confédération Internationale - 8@cde St Vincent de Paul




