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Confeder@tioNews 
News from the Society all over the world… 

N° 5 –  20 February 2007 
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In December 2005, faced with the suffering on the African continent, the Executive Committee 
approved the creation of an Africa Commission, given the task of preparing an action plan in 
collaboration with other branches of the Vincentian family and international agencies. The options 
for coordinated, viable action will be evaluated, in order to address the most vital needs of the 53 
countries in Africa.  
 
The preparation phase for this plan is planned to last for two years, 2006 - 2007. After selecting the 
members of the Commission, 2006 was spent collecting a vast amount of information, from each of 
the 42 African countries in which the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is present: socio-economic 
data, details of poverty in each country, whether or not international agencies are present (NGOs, 
United Nations, etc.), among other things.  
Using this information, 2007 will be devoted specifically to drawing up the action plan, which 
should be operational by 2008. First of all, the needs observed will be linked to the possible actions, 
bearing in mind the available resources (people, presence on the ground, experience, etc.) of the 
local SSVP, the contribution that could be made by the Council General, and any other factors 
concerned. In May 2007, the Commission must report its conclusions to the Council General, and 
make recommendations for strategies it will apply.  
 

AFRICAN COMMISSION PRAYER 
May Jesus’ spirit of service, fill our heart 

As we work together to make recommendations 
For a better life for thos suffering various forms of poverty and isolation.  

 
Help us to listen to what your spirit is saying to us. 

 
Give us wisdom, give us strength and give us courage 

To hear the cry of the poor 
And those who fight despair on a daily basis 

 
The Commission will therefore meet for the first time from 22 to 28 February in Nairobi, Kenya, 
with all the African Presidents of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, in the presence of the 
African Structure (VPTI, coordinators) and the whole of the office staff of the Council General of 
the International Confederation of the Society. Mr. Yves Verré, Coordinator of the Convention 
(France-Belgium/CGI) for French-speaking Africa, who for more than a year has been doing 
admirable work on the structure of the Society in several countries, will be present as an observer to 
given the Commission the benefit of his experience, as well as to define the boundaries for 
coexistence of the two entities.  

We will of course, keep you up to date with the work from this historic meeting in Nairobi.  

International Confederation of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul – Council General 
6, rue de Londres – 75009 Paris – France  

Tel. : - + 33 - 1 53 45 87 53  Fax : + 33 - 1 42 61 72 56 
cgi.information@ozanet.org – http://www.ozanet.org  

Secretary: Erich Schmitz   -   Editor: Bruno Fabre
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Although we place enormous value on the experience of our «senior» members, youth is also one of 
the Society’s strengths. The SSVP in New Zealand has announced it has 2645 young «Vinnies» in 
the country, organised by 14 youth coordinators: this is around 70% of the total membership of 
3945 Vincentians in the country! Kelly Richards, the National Youth Officer, is expecting an 
increase of more than 10% within a year.  
 
This amazing team of young people tries in particular 
to interest other young people in Frédéric Ozanam, 
and encourages them to leave their comfortable homes 
to visit people in need. They provide help to children, 
to the handicapped, to old people, those in prison, they 
organise parties, various collections, holiday camps for 
children and young people and many other activities. 

 
Vinnies at a children’s Christmas party 

 
« Prayer and friendship are central to our work and if you can support us this way - that would be 
awesome! » they write on their website http://www.youngvinnies.org.nz . 
 

News of ozanet.org! 
Every week, check out the news in brief on www.ozanet.org! News about Council General? A 
Vincentian international event? Good news for the Society? You‘ll find it all every Monday on your 
international web page! Visit it regularly! 
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Marina Kadner responsible 

for fund-raising 

As you know, the Council General of the Confederation is trying to find new 
sources of funding, and has recently recruited a staff member for this. 
Producing the application dossier to submit to funding bodies has been a long 
and careful job, but the very first project was sent to the European Union in 
January. 
 
It relates to an excellent agricultural development project for the Society of 
Saint Vincent de Paul in Burundi, intended to improve reliability of food 
supplies for local people. 

 
It allows us to help with sustainable agricultural development and family-run 
farms, diversifying crops while respecting the environment, ensuring 
contingencies are in place to cope with vagaries of the climate or sickness, 
developing storage infrastructures to provide reserves, using a micro credit 
system to develop animal husbandry and help with self-sufficiency, etc.  
Let us stress that one of the members of the Superior Council is a specialized 
agricultural engineer.  

 
A. Sindayigaya, 

Pdt of SSVP Burundi 

 
Of course there are many obstacles to overcome, and we have no guarantee that our application for 
funds will be successful, but we have taken the first, vital step in this very new activity of the 
Council General.  
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As initially planned; collaboration between VinPaz and 
Superior Council Zambia for development of the 
Ozanam farm at Chibombo ended on 31 December 
2006. Through the 5 year commitment of the VinPaz 
volunteers and the support of the Society throughout the 
world, the infrastructure of the farm was established, 
and Superior Council of Zambia can manege it alone 
self-sufficiently. A ceremony will be held in March 
2007, in the presence of José-Ramón Díaz-Torremocha, 
President General and Erich Schmitz, Secretary General 
and former VinPaz Coordinator.  

 
T. Kangwa (right), national president and L. Tuomey, 

VinPaz coordinator on the farm with two VinPaz volunteers 
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Three months ago, after October IEC meeting, we made an appeal for the Society of St Vincent de 
Paul in the Middle East: here are some examples of activities the St Sepulcre Conference in 
Jerusalem whishes to keep on leading.  
 
Education and Vocationnal Training  
 
One of the Conference’s main programmes allows 50 youths who have not finished school and 
will not join any university to enrol in training and studies that will help them to find a decent job 
in Jerusalem. This has an annual cost of US $ 1,200 per year and per person, or $ 60,000 a year.  
 
For the yougests, the Conference supports families who cannot afford the kindergarten fees. For 25 
children, this is a $ 22,500 annual budget.  
 
In both cases, the beneficiaries are selected by the Conference’s volunteer social worker.  
 

Children sponsorship 

 
 

The Society also has a children sponsorship programme: the money 
given allows beneficiaries to get education, medical care, sometimes a 
family, a contact with God and a future. Two types of assistance are 
operated: to the general fund for child sponsorship, and to a specific 
child where the child is introduced to the donor for a durable 
relationship.  

 
Health and medicines 
A lot of Christian families in Jerusalem are not part of the Israeli Medical Insurance. The St 
Sepulcre Conference supports several of them to cover healts expenses (consultations, 
interventions, medicines) or to help them pay their insurance fees. For 25 families, the annual 
budget is $ 27,600.  
 
The Society in Jerusalem also brings occasional or regular material help to more than 100 families 
of the Holy Town, and particularly to elderly people. The annual cost of this activity is around 
$22,000 a year.  
 
To keep on having all these activities, and avoid that Christian families leave the Holy Land, the 
Jerusalem Conference needs your support! Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
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The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul and the Vinpaz Commission continue to work in the poorest 
countries of the Caribbean. While the work in Haiti proceeds fruitfully, the International Territorial 
Vice-President for Centre-North America, Eduardo Gomez and the Vinpaz Spiritual Director (now 
also SSVP Spiritual Director), Father Teodoro Barquín, visited Cuba in summer 2006.  
 

 
E. Gomez and Fr. Barquin visiting Cuban Vincentians 

The potential for apostolate by the Society in Cuba is huge, 
in terms both of material help to the very poorest, and also 
spiritual needs. Although the Society in Cuba was very 
vigorous and dynamic during the first half of the twentieth 
century, it is now down to only 5 conferences, but these 
operate extremely well, under the care of their National 
Council and their Spiritual Director, Father Jesus Lusarreta, 
C.M.. There are still serious problems, with much of their 
work being forbidden or closely monitored by the State.  

 
At their meetings with their Cuban brothers and sisters, E. Gomez and Fr. Barquín found that many 
of them, previously atheists, had come back to the Society at the invitation of a fellow Vincentian, 
motivated by love of and solidarity with the poor.  Many of them have subsequently been baptised, 
or had their marriages blessed by the Church.  
 
Three Conferences run day centres or offer meals and medical care to around 160 elderly people ; 
most Vincentians help to repair or renovate very dilapidated housing; they also provide significant 
help to the families of disabled people; there is also a project for repairing old refrigerators, an 
essential service for helping to  protect the health and nutrition of vulnerable people, since it is 
impossible to obtain new ones.  
 
All these projects are very important, and must be supported in order to continue, all donations will 
of course be extremely welcome! 

Source and photo:  Ozanam magazine, SSVP Spain 
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You can send your cheque direct to the head office 
of the Confederation or your bank transfers to: 

 
Banque CIC- Paris Bac 

2 Bd Raspail 
75007 Paris, FRANCE 

 
Account n°. FR76 3006 6100 4100 0105 8120 129 

In the name of: Confédération Internationale - 
Société de St Vincent de Paul 

 


