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Although it is already present in more than 140 countries, the Society of St Vincent de Paul wishes to establish 
itself in as many new countries as possible, because there is unfortunately nowhere in the world where poverty 
does not exist. For example, it recently established a Conference in Greece, a country with very few Catholics, 
after previously entering Kosovo in 2006. Let us focus today on two very special countries: Iraq, where the 
Society is being set up in the face of the terrible situation there, well known to the whole world, and China where 
the political situation impedes its implantation, but where the first efforts are being made with long term plans in 
mind..  
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For many years now, despite the serious and ever-present problems of the 
Lebanon and its population, along with the instability in the region, the Society 
of Saint Vincent de Paul has been trying to assist the many Iraqi refugees in 
the country. Its help has been given to several hundred families, driven out by 
repeated, intolerable violence practised against Christians in Iraq, together 
with the extreme difficulties of daily life in a country whose unhappy situation 
is well-known throughout the world.  The Society provides all kinds of help to 
these displaced people: food, school fees, arranging holiday celebrations, help 
for the elderly, etc. 
The everyday experience of Iraqi citizens consists of fatal explosions, 
assassinations, kidnapping, theft, etc. This daily violence results not just in loss of life and destruction of 
property but also in the departure of almost all humanitarian associations working there, especially since the 
members of these organisations have been the target for many bombings, kidnappings and murders. Only 
families unable to flee have stayed where they are, and their situation can only deteriorate, with no prospect of 
improvement: violence, unemployment, sickness, etc., are all that remains for those who stay. 
Christians, who were already badly neglected by public services, are now completely ignored. They are also the 
target of the extremists who try to expel them by attacking churches, convents and homes. 75% of the Christian 
population has already fled, leaving everything behind them. 
 
For several months now, however, the Society in the Lebanon has been providing the support needed to set up a 
conference in Baghdad, in Iraq, hoping that it will be the first of many. Faithful to the spirituality of Saint 
Vincent de Paul, the Lebanon SSVP has formed « the national committee of the SSVP in Iraq ». It has thirteen 
members, including a journalist and graduates in management, auditing and information technology.  
 
The purpose of the committee is to help poor families, especially Christian families, to establish themselves 
firmly in their own country. Their work takes several forms: a medical assistance programme (distributing 
medication, helping with hospital costs), especially for people suffering from chronic diseases or cancer, a 
programme to help needy and displaced families (housing, food aid), a programme to help rebuild and restore 
houses partially or completely destroyed, as well as a professional training programme and help in finding 
employment, catechesis programmes in parishes and of course, a programme for visiting and sharing in old 
people's homes and shelters for the homeless.. 

 
Charity diner for Iraki refugees – 

SSVPLebanon 
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Since July, Council General has been supporting this initial group, giving them 5000 euros to help start up their 
work: buying office furniture and equipment, and in particular helping to those in distress: supplying medication, 
contributing to medical and surgery costs for victims of bombings, buying food aid, bedding or gas heaters for 
refugees, food and clothes for widows and orphans, etc.  
 
The projects initiated by the Iraqi SSVP group are ambitious, to deal with tremendous needs.  
 
“In order to cope with the flood of refugees, we have formed two conferences of the Society of Saint Vincent de 
Paul: St Daniel’s conference, with eight members, in a region where Christians expelled from their homes have 
taken refuge, and the St Georges conference, with six members, in a region where there are also many refugees” 
says the President of Bagdad Conference to Albert Zoghbi, Lebanon SSVP President and to Marie-Farnçoise 
Salésiani-Payet, International Territorial Vice-President, claiming every Vincentians’ prayer. 
 
The generosity of Vincentians around the world has meant that since September, Council General has been able 
to support a medical programme on a larger scale, as well as a food distribution programme, providing monthly 
rations to around sixty poor or displaced families. The resources available are small, however, and the needs are 
huge, so once again we are relying on your solidarity and your generosity!  
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Since there are no diplomatic links between Vatican and China, there are no SSVP conferences established in 
mainland China yet. The only SSVP conferences are in Hong Kong and Macau which are the Special Economic 
Zones of China.  
 
Up to now, the Chinese Government does not allow any Society to be formed with connections abroad (SSVP is 
a worldwide Catholic charity organization which they worry). What can be done is to plant the seeds of the 
SSVP in various parts of mainland China. SSVP in Hong Kong is working with the Catholic Churches which are 
recognized by Chinese Government at the moment. In the past few years, the SSVP in Hong Kong has been 
supporting "Charity Communities" in the Dioceses of Guangdong Province (4 dioceses) to help the poor in 
China.  
 

Bro. Dominic Cheung, a Senior SSVP member and Bro. John Lee, 
International Territorial Vice-President visited Northern China (Tianjin, 
Chengde and Beijing of Hebei Province) from 5th October to 13th 
October. This trip was arranged by Fr. Joseph Loftus, CM who has been 
working in the northern part of China for over 8 years. They were invited 
by both the Charity Communities of Laoxikai Church in Tianjin and Fr. 
Zhao of Chengde Diocese to share their experience of SSVP in serving the 
poor. With great support from the Central Council of Hong Kong, they 
brought along�³ 20,000 to assist their work. First, in Tianjin, the 
Vincentians met the leaders of the Charity community members of the 
Church. They ran two sessions for sharing views about serving the poor, 

one for the parishioners (more than 50) and one for the leaders (more than 15) of the Charity Community. They 
also visited one of the Homes for the Aged and some families served by the Charity Community. As they are not 
too well organized, the experience of the Vincentians is very useful to them.  

 
Visit to elderly people - Tianjin 
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Fr. Zhao, a 30-year old priest running a parish with 7 churches, took them to Chengde City, about 300 km from 
Tianjin, Hebei Province. They met the Head of the Diocese (no bishop) with 5 priests working for him to cover an 
area of around 50,000sq.km. It is a poor diocese with about 40,000 Catholics. They went to Fr. Zhao's parish in 
Chengde Weichang which is 220km from Chengde City. They received a warm welcome from the parishioners. There 
are two Charity Communities, one for men (18 members) and one for women (22 members) at the church where they 
stayed. Here too, Bro. John Lee and Bro. Dominic Cheung held two sessions to share their SSVP experiences with 
one for the parishioners (more than 300 from various churches) and one for leaders (more than 50). Fr. Zhao is very 
keen to have a Charity Group in all the churches within his parish. He was very happy that Vincentians could share 
their experience with them. They visited some poor families, as they are in the remote part of the Chengde County. Fr. 
Zhao is very keen to adopt the spirit of SSVP in forming their Charity 
Groups.  
 
On their way to Beijing, Fr. Loftus received confirmation from the offices 
of the Beijing Diocese that they could meet the new Bishop of Beijing, 
the Most Rev. Li Shan, who was installed on 21st September, 2007. They 
met Rev Li Shan, the Chancellor of the Beijing diocese Fr. Zhang and Fr. 
Hou on the morning of 12th October. Rev. Li Shan was very interested in 
the work of SSVP for the poor and told them that there are some Charity 
Communities in the Parish of Beijing Diocese.  He invited them back to 
Beijing to exchange their experiences of SSVP in serving the poor with 
their parishes. 
 
This is the first visit to the principal cities of Hebei Province in China by SSVP members. Their main aim is to plant 
the seed of the SSVP in this political centre in China. They left the fund they brought along to the priests of various 
dioceses for their work for the poor. Bro. John Lee has informed both Fr. Zhang Liang, Mr. Ma Bao (Tianjin) and Fr. 
Zhao (Chengde Weichang) that if necessary, the SSVP can support their work for the poor if they required. However, 
the Charity Communities they visited were not ready to be established as SSVP conferences in either the practical or 
the political sense at this stage, but they do have great hopes for the future. 
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The tragic series of events continue after the disastrous months of July to September. The tropical storm Noël has 
caused considerable damage in the Dominican Republic and in Haiti, as well as in  Cuba, the Bahamas, and the state 
of Tabasco in Mexico, which has been devastated by floods.  
 

 
After Noël… 

Noël swept through 32 provinces of the country, destroying homes, roads, bridges 
and infrastructure, isolating very many villages and communities. It is very 
difficult to calculate the number of victims, but it is likely to be huge, especially 
as the rains are still falling. Without financial resources, and because the affected 
areas are still inaccessible, the  SSVP has not yet been able to act, but it is 
planning to distribute food, clothing, medicines and bedding, among other things, 
and then in the longer term hopes to be able to help with reconstruction needs. 

In Haiti, thousands of people have had to seek shelter in schools, with no security or food, and in Cuba almost 30,000 
people had to be evacuated, and are facing destruction and flooding.  

 In Mexico, estimates are of 250,000 to 400,000 victims of the floods in the state of Tabasco, in the south east of the 
country, who have lost their homes and everything they possess. All of the crops (bananas, oranges, maize, and 
sugarcane) were also destroyed. The Society in Mexico wants to help the victims as soon as possible, and as much as 
possible: drinking water, beds and sanitary products, medication, clothing, food and shelter, as well as reconstruction 
materials after that. 

As elsewhere, the Society needs your help and your generosity here ! 

 
Welcome by parishioners– Chengde Weichang 
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The second meeting of the Africa Commission of the Council General was held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 22 to 24 
September 2007, to approve projects and establish the rules for their implementation, to ensure their successful, long 
life. It brought together members of the Commission and the Group coordinators, but not the national Presidents this 
time.  
 
The National presidents, representing their Councils, are responsible for the projects, and therefore have to prepare 
applications for support for their own project, to send to the Commission president, as well as to the Coordinator and 
the Territorial Vice-President, who must study them, make their comments and then validate them. The National 
presidents must then send these requests to the Commission President, who 
consults the members of the commission. Once approved, the requests are sent 
on to the Territorial Technical Commission, so that the funds can be released.  
 
29 projects have been submitted. Shortage of funds means the Commission 
has been forced to accept only projects not exceeding 50,000€. 14 projects 
come into this category. It was decided that only one project per country 
would be approved. The 9 projects finally selected will be studied by the 
Technical Commission in November, with the total for all these projects 
coming to 163,114€. 
 
The projects given preliminary approval by the Commission are very varied, although many are development projects 
relating to agriculture: Zambia and Liberia, for example, have suggested food-production projects, while Madagascar 
has produced a bee-keeping project, intended to train young unemployed people and young mothers in this trade, 
while Senegal has a pig-farming project.  
 
There are often multiple advantages to farming projects, since they normally allow food to be produced for the very 
poor, while sometimes surplus production can be sold (giving self-sufficiency and even generating an income), or else 
they provide work for local people.  
The Democratic Republic of the Congo has put forward an original idea for craft work production, the profits from 
which would go to educational programmes the Society runs in the country.  
 
In Eritrea, the plan is to provide 600 families with efficient, economical stoves, allowing them to make significant 
savings on energy in households where children and women work very hard to collect wood for heating.  
 
Finally, other countries want to encourage the work of the Society directly: so Guinea-Bissau will benefit from the 
purchase of a vehicle for transporting the sick, as well as for transport and distribution of food, two very important 
works of the Society in this country. In Sao Tome and Principe, there will be a Vincentian training project for 
strengthening Vincentian spirituality and charism in the local Society, as well as for restructuring and reorganising the 
Society, seriously deficient at the moment, so that the Vincentians in this country can work effectively in the service 
of the poor.  
 
We will of course keep you informed of the development of these projects and the work of the Commission.  
 
 

Help us to support the Society 
 

You can send cheques to the Confederation offices or your bank transfers to: 
Banque CIC- Paris Bac 

2 Bd Raspail  75007 Paris, FRANCE 
Account n°. FR76 3006 6100 4100 0105 8120 129 

In the name of: Confédération Internationale - Société de St Vincent de Paul 
 

 
The Commission’s team 


